
  

Understanding Your Award Letter 
 
   

 
To understand your award letter, you need to understand the below vocabulary words: 
 

 
Cost of Attendance (COA): The cost for attending a college.  For local 

colleges your COA is the cost of tuition and 
fees, but for colleges outside Houston you 
should also  consider room, board, and 
transportation. 

 
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC):  
 

The amount of money the federal 
government estimates a family can 
contribute to their children’s education.  The 
EFC is found in a student’s processed FAFSA 
application.     

 
Financial Aid Award: This is the combined (grants, loans, and 

scholarships) a student receives to help pay 
for her education. 

 
  



 

University of Houston Downtown 
Financial Aid Award Letter (Cost of Attendance) 

 

Notice the (tuition & 
fees) for the 
University of 
Houston Downtown 
is $5,238.00. 

Because UHD does 
not have dorms, 
you should not 
consider Room & 
Board as part of 
the Cost of 
Attendance. 
 
Also personal 
expenses and 
transportation are 
not considered 
because they are 
not direct 
expenses for 
tuition and fees. 

The student will 
receive $4,095 in Pell 
Grant Funds. 

The total aid the student received is 11,095.00.  This student will 
receive several thousand dollars each semester as a refund.  
Money he can use for a computer or gas.   
 

 

Estimated Family 
Contribution = 
$1,547 



Houston Community College 
Financial Aid Award Letter (Cost of Attendance) 

 

Houston Community 
College calls their Cost of 
Attendance, the Estimated 
Financial Aid Budget. 


